WOMONSPACE 


our voice inthe lesbian community 


We Have Moved! 


10055 -110 ST. 
Rm. 104, GDM. 
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7*9pm. 
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WOMEN'S BUILDING UPDATE 

Our building is finally a reality: 
We've been talking and negotiating 
almost a year now. Ensconced in offices 
so far are Womonspace, ASWAC, r. Pat 
Eglinski, and sharing an office are 
Hecates Players and Edmonton Working 
Women. One representative from each 
group is what forms what we are calling 
the ''core group''. We function some- 
what like a collective or like the 
board of a co-op. Now that we five 
groups are here, we're receiving sub- 


missions from other women's groups, 
artisans, etc. who are interested. 

As far as we can figure, this is the 
first women's building ever, in Edmon- 
ton and probably in Alberta. 

We recently conferred with a repre- 
sentative from St. John Ambulance, who 
own the building. They will be repair- 
ing various minor problems and have 
agreed to remove their name from the 
front of the building. We, the Women's 
Building, have planned a few things 
too. The first is a massive clean- 
up to be held on Sunday, September 8, 
beginning at 10 am. So bring your 
brooms and mops, comet and a large 
supply of elbow grease. Hopefully 
there'll be lots of us, considering 
there are five groups here to contri- 
but helpers. 

Then after we're all spiffed up, 
we've planned a house-warming for 
Tuesday, September 17, 7-10 pm. 

One more thing | should mention, 
is that St. John Ambulance have applied 
to the City for a waiver of the taxes 
on the building. If this waiver is 
granted we then have the run of the 
whole building and we pay St. John 
Ambulance a nominal fee of $1.00 a 
year rental. In turn we take over the 
costs of utilities and heat. So we 
still pay our rent every month, but 
we pay it to the Women's Building. 

We are currently debating the pros 
and.cons of this offer. It gives wus 
more freedom in some ways. and less 
freedom in other ways. I'11 keep you 
posted, | 


In the meantime, keep coming to 
drop-ins on Thursday nights and we'l] 
see you on clean-up and shine-up day 
on September 8th; then we'li all 
party it up on September 1/th: 


Jude 


—SLARG# a 
THE LESBIAN ARCHIVES & RESOURCE CENTER 


STATEMENT OF ORIGINS, GOALS & POLICY 


LARC is located near Kenora, Ontario, 
Canada, 135 miles east of Winnipeg, Man- 
itoba, just off the TransCanada highway. 
The project came into being through the 
efforts of many women who preserved our 
holdings, some of them for over a dec- 
ade, and through the efforts of lesbians 
in Kenora and Winnipeg who worked to 
combine all these collections into a 
lesbian archives. The founding archi- 
vists are Erin Cole, Doreen Worden and 
Isabel Andrews. \ 

For too long cities have absorbed 
most of our lesbian energy, but in 
some parts of this continent the trend 
is now beginning to reverse. We acknow- 
ledge the importance of this change by 
housing this archives itn a RURAL LOCA- 
TION. It will be easily accessible to 
many urban women, since the Kenora 
area is a summer playground for Winni- 
peg residents, and since we are loca- 
ted on the TransCanada highway. But 
if there is to be an imbalance in 
accessibility, we have decided that 
for once, it will favor rural lesbians. 

LARC has had an inauspicious begin- 
ning, opening in September, 1984 and 
closing temporarily in December be- 
cause of low energy and not enough 
money to heat the building through the 
winter. As a result, we have spent 
some time over the past winter replan- 
ning this. project to bring the.activ= 
ities and goals more in line with our 
energies and resources and with the 
focus, of the rest of our lives. 

We will reopen this year BETWEEN 
SUMMER SOLSTICE AND FALL EQUINOX, BY 
APPOINTMENT, FOR LESBIANS AND WOMYN 


FRIENDS. We ask all users and suppor- 
ters to donate either money or labor 
to enable us to continue to function. 
LARC is totally self-financing; none 
is paid salaries or honorariums; ALL 
labor is volunteer. 

Our annual budget has been pared 
down from $850 to $300, which means 
we will not be able to purchase any 
of our acquisitions. Instead, we will 
help advertise donated materials by 
publishing a LARC report in every 
issue of VOICES. It will include a 
number of brief reviews as well as 
listings of our lesbian holdings. 
VOICES will be published every spring, 
with additional issues as money and 
energy permit. We intend that subs 
and sales will defray costs. 

In terms of holdings, we will, in 
future, limit our scope and priorit- 
ize those areas in which there is an 
interest already articulated by our 
supporters. Our focus is one of 
LESBIAN HEALING, with the term HEALING 
defined to include all aspects of les- 
bian community building: political 
theory, stategy, herstory, spiritual- 
ity, survival skills, literature, 
music, art, crafts, etc. When we 
must make judgments to conserve energy 
and space, we will prioritize the work 
of native and other lesbians of colour, 
rural lesbians, pagan lesbians, separ- 
atist lesbians, differently abled les- 
bians, over 50 and under 20 lesbians, 
and others who are least likely to 
have their healing and community buil- 
ding work valued and supported. 

WE NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE AND ONGOING 
SUPPORT in the form of materials, free 
advertising, money or labor. We would 
like our existence to be made known to 
all lesbians who are living in, or who 
once lived in this area, so please 
spread the word. We also appreciate 
assistance and visits from elsewhere. 

DONORS may categorize their mater- 
ials as 1) open 2) restricted access 
or 3) no access for a specified time 
period. In the case of photographs 
and other unpublished material which 


identifies individuals, donors should 
obtain the permission of these indivi- 
duals before sending the material 
us. 

LARC exists as a resource for 
bians. By preserving and sharing 
current and herstorical literature, 
art, music, crafts and memorabilia of 
the international lesbian community, 
we intend that LARC will play a healing 
and supportive role in this region and 
elsewhere. 

For appointments, information, or 
to make a donation, please contact: 
LARC, c/o Isabel Andrews, R.R. /2, 
Kenora, Ontario, P9N 3W8. Phone: 

(807) 548-4325. Make cheques payable 
to LARC. PLEASE DO NOT USE LESBIAN 

IN OUR MAILING ADDRESS: USE THE AD- 
DRESS GIVEN ABOVE WHEN WRITING TO US. 

We welcome travelling women, but 
please call at least the evening be- 
fore your visit to avoid disappoint- 
ment. We have other work on our 
schedules besides LARC. 

LARC SPACE. 1S CHEMICAL FREE - NO 
BOOZE, STREET DRUGS, CIGARETTES, 
CAFFEINE, SUGAR OR RADIOS. Please do 
not bring critter-friends, except 
seeing-eye dogs. 


to 


les- 


Isabel and Doreen 


Fo design & layout 
CLUE 429-4287 
Gi ye: (W) L LCS 
- logos - posters 
- business cards - pamphlets 
- letterheads -newsletters 
- 20% DISCOUNT FOR ACTIVE 
WOMCNSPACE MEMBERS 
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NATIONAL LESBO TOUR 


When | left you last time, I'd 
completed my trip on the prairies and 
was just heading into Ontario. Out 
of the wide open spaces and into the 
hills. The world changes constantly 
across ‘this: colnmery. Wrivingrackeds 
Canada never ceases to be fulfilling. 
['d. dovwit every summer th il scould: 
When I'm west I yearn for the east, 
and when | go east .! yearn for the 
west. There's so much | like in each, 
as well as all that's in between. 
|'ve crossed this country umpteen 
times, by train and by car. Each 
method has its thrills and drawbacks. 
(Flying was the worst.) Anyway, on 
with the frp. 

| was now heading for Kenora, where 
the Lesbian Archives are. The land 
changes abruptly at the Mani toba/ 
Ontario border, and there you are in 
rock, hililseand? forest...) kt 4syracky 
and rough and | really like ity [t%s 
not too far from Winnipeg to Kenora-- 
the better part of a day. This visit 
to Kenora turned out to be one of “the 
absolute highlights of the trip. Two 
women live outside the town on the 
edge of a lake. Along with housing 
them, their piece of land also houses 
the Lesbian Archives--an undertaking 
that | feel is of growing heroic 
proportions. 

lt was always a bit strange and 
slow at first when | got to a place, 
tired and spaced out after driving 
all day; I'd phone someone | didn't 
know and start from there. But it 
usually picked up and was fine as 
long as | was patient. So it was here. 
We spent an afternoon sitting on a rock 
in the lake talking about, things far 
and near; | gradually came to feel 
that I'd somehow happened on a center 
of great power. This was near the 
end of August, in northern. Ontario. 
The sun was warm, the water was warm, 
and the talk and the spirit were warm. 
We spoke of isolation, of the network 
that joins all of us; how we find 
each other wherever we travel--and the 


words don't convey all there was. | 
began to feel that I'd tapped a source 
of strength by women and for women. 

Of course we talked of my trip and 
what I'd found and not found. Here 
are two women who live quite out of 
the way (although Kenora is on the 
trans-Canada highway and you have to 
pass through it to go east or west, 

it still feels out of the way, removed) 
and yet women from all over find them, 
and stop to visit. There are (myste- 
rious) places in the world that have 
an energy and source that | call 
power-centers. | feel that this as 
one. A womyn's power-center. 

Behind their cabin where they live 
is another small one that houses the 
archives. | had the privilege to 
sleep on the floor in the archives. 

It felt good. In the morning before 

| left, we taped an interview about 

my trip. I'd never been interviewed 
before and was quite nervous, but it 
went well. | was amazed at how gopd 
the playback sounded. It was the 
icing on the cake of a very claming, 
centering and energizing visit. | 

left copies of Womonspace pamphlets 

and in return received some copies: of 
VOICES FOR LESBIAN SURVIVAL. (VOICES 
is the newsletter printed and published 
there. Womonspace has a subscription 
exchange going and VOICES is available 
at our office.) 

And so | left Kenora feeling pretty 
strong, anticipating further good 
visits along the way. 


NOTE: It is important to remember 
that although groups have ''lesbian'' 
in their name or title, there is 
generally an abbreviation of it that 
should be used when writing or sending 
things through the mail. Especially 
with rural womyn and groups, it is 
important to be circumspect, where 
towns are small. For instance, the 
full name of the archives is ''Lesbian 
Archives and Resource Center'', but 
when writing, address it as ''LARC''. 

The archives (and its womyn) would 
be receptive to having you write, or 


METAMORDHOSIS 85 


FRIDAY 


GET AQUAINTED 


4 Ss DANCE 


9pm-tam Legion Hall et 


SATURDAY 


Workshops —-10 am to 5 pm 


Lesbian and Gay Literature 


2. Wonen' Music 

3. €ay ani Lesbian History 

4. Dance 

5. Spirituality 

6. Sexuality, Sex and Fun 

7. Long Term Relationships 

8. S$ = M Owninz Our Sexuality 
9. Censorship 

40. Alcohol and Drug Abuce 
4}, Parentins 
12. Rural Lesbians and Gays 
13. Adolescent Gays and Lesbians 
14. AIDS 

School of Social Work 


3rd ave N. 


SUNDAY 
afternoon: 

film festival 
A visual experience of 
gay ani lesbian 
lifestyles. 
Location 
evening - 


concert 


Ji Featuring, Heather Bishop. 


Soci2l to 


3rd Avenue 


follow. 


United Church 


to be confirmed. 


Ni GHT 
oe SOCAL 


9pm 7ltam 


Xf 


SATURDAY EVENING 
Lavender Bistro dy 
6-8 pm 
A quiet supper with frie 
in an atmosphere of soft 
and low lights. 
3rd ave United Church 


SATURDAY NIGHT. 
at the Exhibition Stadium 


MIXED DANCE 


9pm to 2am 
9am: 


MONDAY 


RELIGIOUS SERVICE 


School of Social Work 
filam to-tpm: 


THANKSGIVING F=AST 
3rd Avenue United Church 


COME OUT 
AND CELEBRATE 
WITH US! 


METAMORPHOSIS 85 


REGISTRATION 


Name: ee a en he 
ie te! Oe ene Sek bee 2 
Phone: (eae 
Chil@carc required. ice ian al Cami 

Number, ages, sex, allergies, 
Billets Required Yess Tem pitc 


Ananialacio tomers No 


State preferences: male/female, allergies, number of 


people, non-smoking, etc. 


paieae 


Hotel: Rooms booked *confirmation needed* Senator Hotel, 3rd 
Avenue and 21st Street EZ. (downtown). 
Within walking distance of all events except Saturday 
Night Dance. 
Parking Available. 
Required: 830.00 - singlé 
334.00 - 2 people, one bed 
$36.00 ="2¥people, two beds 
cee eee tae fee enclosed: $30.00 prior to August 31 
SYO 500 after August» 31 


Information kit available upon registration. 


Mail to: Metamorphosis “85 
ope ih as 
Saskatoom, Sasik. 


S7K 3K1 


if you're passing through, call, 
preferably in advance. 

LARC, c/o Isabel Andrews, RR #2, 
Kenora, Ontario P9N 3W8 

Phone (807) 548-4325. 


JUDE 


Gloroscopes 


Recognize and realize your inner 
potential! Accurate, reliable birth 
charts calculated and interpreted at 
reasonable cost. 


Call Linda at 963-6710 


Cer an 
ord aeconleg 


SPEAK TO: JACKIE bus. 429-4287 


Elizabeth MASSIAH, M.S.W. 


FEMINIST THERAPIST 


Edmonton  (bus.) 422-3022 
(res.) 481-5973 


= = 
= =Judesuits 
fine clothing custom-made 
classic tailoring for womyn 


Jude Major, tailor 
429-2355 
specialist in 
silk, wool, linen, cotton 
“anything in cloth" 


2 GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


10173°104 St. EDMONTON (403)424-8361 


GATE 
Wednesday nights are women's nights 
at the Gay Alliance Towards Equality 
office. Drop in at 10173 - 104 Street 
between 7 and 10 pm. Counsellors on 
duty are Maureen, Anne and Betty. 
GATE also has a good library. 


Earthwood Crafts 


Fine Furniture Refinishing 
4260 - 93 Street, Edmonton, Alta. 


Audrey Lilge 
Bus: 461-2207 Res: 436-7456 
Repairs — Estimates — Pick-up & Del. 


ARE YOU... 
*working overtime without pay? 
*fearful of being fired if you 
become pregnant? 
*being forced to work on your day 
off or on Sunday? 
*angry at having no say in deci- 
sions that affect your life? 
*concerned about balancing work 
responsibilities at home and on 
the job? 
CALL THE WORKING WOMEN'S HOTLINE: 
- 432-1259 - 


AUS, DANSE VOLUNTEERS 


> 
| woulu like to fingnk personally all the womyn { 

who helped me at tnis month's dance. If tnere are 

any Wwomyn whose names | have missed, pleuse 

accept iy apologies; your help wus appreciated. 


Jacikie K. 
July Dance Coordinator 


Bar Coordinator: Karen B. 


Ticket Coordinutors: Kutny & Dar 


Bar Volunteers: 


Door and Bar Ticket Volunteers: Cindy 
Janet C. Karen 
Elaine Vivian 
Lindy Dee P. 
Lynne Jackie K. 
Lynda Caroline 
Mickey Elizabeth 
Shane 
Amanda Security Coordinator: Jackie K. 4 
Karen i 
Katny R. Security Volunteers: 
Jean KarenB. 
May — Mona 
DebT. Dee P. 
Caroline 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 


Every Thrusday is drop-in night 
from 7 - 9 at Womonspace. We are in 
the Women's Building at 10055 "= 110° St. 
All women are welcome. 

LESBIAN TALK NIGHT 

Third Thursday night of each month 

7 - 9 pm. (or Jater) 

Womonspace 

Gather for an evening to discuss 
issues of lesbianism/feminism. 
Bring your suggestions for topics 
(ideas, articles, books to read; etc) 
At the end of each evening we choose 
our topic for the next Lesbian Talk 
Night and decide if we need to 
distribute reading materials. 


P< 


— $$ ——2 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Womonspace 
Meeting is on Thursday, October 3, 
1985, at 7 pm in the Women's Building 
on the third floor. Elections for 
new Board members will take place at 


this meeting. 


SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
Topic of discussion: to discuss 


and clarify the Board recommendation 
concerning resignations/expulsions 

of two members, and motion to disolve 
the remaining Board. This meeting 
will be held Wednesday, Sept. 18, 
1985, at 7:30 pm in the Women's 
Building. 


GENERAL MEETING 


General meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women's Building (10055-110 St.) at 
7:30 pm. Next one is on Sept. 10. 
Everyone is welcome. 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


Anyone interested in helping with 
the newsletter is welcome to attend 
our next meeting, which will be held 
on September 12, from 7 to 8 pm at 
the Women's Building. Our topic for 
the October issue is 'volunteers'. 
Submissions on this or any other 
issue of interest to lesbians should 
be received by the 15th of Sept. 

If you have questions about WOMONSPACE 
NEWS please contact Lindy at 483-6350. 


PLEASE NOTE: 
Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of 
Womonspace. 


THE CANADIAN WOMEN'S FESTIVAL '85 


The Canadian Women's Festival '85/ 
Le Festival Des Femmes Canadiennes '85 
celebrates women's contributions to 
the arts. This 2nd annual festival 
will take place in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
on the weekend of August 30th, 31st, 
and September Ist. Our impressive 
line-up will highlight such artists as 
Wondeur Brass, Lillian Annen, Dorothy 
Livesay, Heather Bishop and many more! 

For further information contact the 
festival office at (204) 477-5478. 
In Alberta tickets are availabe at: 


A Woman's Place Bookstore 
1412 Centre St. S. Calgary, 
Alberta, T2G 2E4 


Common Woman Books 
8210 - 104 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


T6E 4E6 


Or The Women's Festival Office 
3D - 161 Stafford Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3M 2W9 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social and Recreational society of 
Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational organization for 


lesbians in edmonton. Mailing address: 


“& 424-7040 


"WOMONSPACE NEWS" 
10055 - | 10 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K 1J5 


WOMONSPACE» _.... 23 
DANCE Japs. 


Adm.- Members $5 
Non— $6 


Spm to 1:30am 


HIGHLANDS HALL~ 
11333 -G2 ST. 
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